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MACALIM AL-QURAN WA AL-SUNNAH
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ABSTRACT

One of the significant criteria of an authentic hadith is, it is free from any syudziidz and ‘illah
in its sanad or matn, and this criterion is related to one important criterion, which is dabt al-
rawi. A hadith narrator is categorized into different levels and groups based on his ‘adalah and
dabt, and hence his narrations will be labeled as Sahih, Hasan, or Da‘if. There is a group of
generally trustworthy hadith narrators, but their narrations in certain circumstances are
considered inadequate due to poor memory. Simak Ibn Harb falls under this category.
According to most hadith scholars, he is a trustworthy narrator, and his narrations are in
significant hadith encyclopedias. Unfortunately, his narrations from his teacher, ‘Ikrimah
mawla Ibn ‘Abbas, are inconsistent; therefore, some of the hadith experts like al-Bukhari and
Muslim, the authors of the two most authentic kadith books, did not record any narration from
this chain in their books, and they classified this chain as a defected one. At the same time,
other hadith scholars like the authors of al-Sunan al-4rba ‘ah, Ton Khuzaymah, and Ibn Hibban,
the authors of two sahih books, recorded a considerable number of his narrations from this
chain. This scenario raises an inevitable question regarding the reason and methodology of
these scholars in doing so despite their knowledge of the problematic chain. In this study, I will
examine thirteen narrations of this chain in the book of al-Sunan by Abt Dawid, which is one
of the essential kadith books in Islamic tradition. After thoroughly studying the narrations, |
conclude that Abti Dawiid had recorded those narrations where he was confident that Simak
Ibn Harb had memorized them properly from his teacher, Ikrimah, based on the syawahid and
mutaba’ah. As for the sole narrations from this chain, Abii Dawiid recorded them because the
practices of some fugaha’ support them or because the hadith is under the mursal category,
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which is considered sufficient as figh evidence. This methodology is known as al-intiga’, where
a hadith scholar will choose some narrations from a narrator or a chain, after being confident
that the content of the narrations is accurate. Thus, it is unmethodological to impose a general
ruling on each narration from this chain as weak without thoroughly examining them case by
case, especially if the narration is in a sahih book or al-sunan al-arba’ah.

Keywords: Methodology, ‘lllah, Intiga’, Syawahid, Mutaba‘ah
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