iiillo i siill pllon

MACALIM AL-QURAN WA AL-SUNNAH

Journal of Ma‘alim al-Qur’an wa al-Sunnah

Volume 21 No. 2 (2025)

ISSN: 1823-4356 | e-ISSN: 2637-0328
Homepage: https://jmgs.usim.edu.my/

Title

Author (s)

Affiliation (s)

DOI

History

Citation

Copyright

Licensing

Conlflict of Interest

The Impact of al-Farahi’'s Method on His
Student Amin Ahsan Islahi in Tadabbur al-
QurZm: Stirat al-Tiir as a Case Study

Mahmood Ul Haq Zahir Ul Haq and Abdulrahman Helli

Qatar University

https://doi.org/10.33102/jmqs.v21i2.535

Received: June 09, 2025; Revised: October 13, 2025; Accepted:
December 1, 2025; Published: December 25, 2025.

Mahmood Ul Haq, & Helli, A. (2025). i & a1 zeia il
Ladgai shall 3 gu o eaday) sdaalil " 8l 3" : The Impact of al-
FarahTs Method on His Student Amin Ahsan Islahi in
Tadabbur al-Qur’an: Strat al-Tir as a Case Study. Ma 2/im Al-
Qurin Wa Al-Sunnah, 21(2), 268-300.
https://doi.org/10.33102/jmqs.v21i2.535

© The Authors
This article is open access and is distributed
under the terms of Creative Commons

Attribution 4.0 International License

Author(s) declared no conflict of interest


https://jmqs.usim.edu.my/index.php/jmqs/issue/view/31
https://jmqs.usim.edu.my/
https://doi.org/10.33102/jmqs.v21i2.535
https://doi.org/10.33102/jmqs.v21i2.535
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

e el TN i s § B e

Lr3gé yglal
The Impact of al-Farahi’s Method on His Student Amin Ahsan
Islahi in Tadabbur al-Qurarm: Stirat al-Tiir as a Case Study

Mahmood Ul Haq Zahir Ul Haq"
Qatar University

Abdulrahman Helli
Qatar University

el
G rean Jols By relid) e ol med) @S0 0T s 3 L) O
523 el Bl S 810l ol 2y sy Y il S ol
Lo 2l T e S il (8ypell Bsso ) Bamgll el i e L
LS Lesoge 89 IO OF (g 015y "OTAN " ooy (21931 &) sl d) aadd
el odeals amgis 3B Wy (o S 0T ST o aides § &l ay (gl sgas” arey
Cigya5 ) 1A CIaal b (G pnddl) 409,00 (3 il Sy (11997 2) >Ny
VoSl G sy i) axlll "OT N 5" ) Y iz e L
ol Bleln Colr ] amg ol andl 0SSy o3l 3d ks o6 ss Olug LA §g,0)
salizn) 448 B med ol BJKs) Ly (o)l Lo Al Ol e Ky 6 L i)
Wy (Bl ly BLE Lagry 2L axgly il ad)) Lgadg &) V) o LY
Olas x5 o clagamgios >DoYly AN (it lial o dl) gl Cod) dazel
e Bays 3 el mgilly ¢ SN TOLH kT e 3 AL mee s>
Josy LA okl ot e ST SN e e 36517 sl 35"
OTA ads il jslall o slaxeVl G ¢odland sggd slial spunis OF (1] Csed)

“Correspondence concerning this article should be addressed to Mahmood Ul
Haq Zahir Ul Haq, Qatar University at mu1805356@qu.edu.qa.

FACULTY OF QURANIC AND SUNNAH STUDIES
J\ | Fakulti Pengajian Quran dan Sunnah 269 | Pa ge

USIM | dadlg ol il &lalsa dds




LeSTeas T, 83,4l 2l ) s (OT AL OTAN sy cOT AN oai 3Ll g caalll) £ S
o3z Tl (Bgland) g ey Wly gl oyl Lol oslginnl a5 Loyl
Gredll A Ol U] ol s BUT tdy 4y o5 o il oo (3 Lo g
3 BTA LA by oy (@S OTAN ol 3 Ul Jeed) (Sl gy
o OV slaasl ad g (ebalSTs sl sl & LealenY Loogesy 3yl oo 85,00
Bl e a3

oo (Ol Ly (35edl B s okl Bamgl) OT AN plai (el plss theledl) SLIST
oLl

Abstract

Classical Qur'anic exegesis was predominantly characterized by an analytical,
verse-by-verse approach. Although some early exegetes addressed
relationships between verses and passages, sustained attention to the
coherence of an entire surah—what contemporary scholarship often
describes as the surah’s thematic unity—received limited systematic
treatment. Among modern reformulations of this concern, ‘Allamah ‘Abd al-
Hamid al-Faraht (d. 1931) developed the concept of nizam al-Qur an, arguing
that each surah possesses an organizing theme, which he termed the amuad
al-surah (the surah’s central axis). While al-Farahi did not apply this method
comprehensively across the Qur’an, his student Amin Ahsan Islahi (d. 1997)
adopted and extended it in his major Urdu tafsir, 7adabbur al-Quran. This
study seeks to introduce IslahT’s exegetical project to an Arabic-speaking
readership and to assess the extent to which Tadabbur al-Quranrepresents a
continuation of al-Faraht’s methodological foundations. It examines how
IslahT built upon al-Faraht's principles, while also identifying points of
convergence and divergence between teacher and student. Methodologically,
the study employs a descriptive approach to present al-Faraht's and Islaht’s
works and interpretive frameworks, and an analytical approach to evaluate
IslahT’s reading of Strat al-Tir as a representative sample of his application
of nazm (textual structure and coherence). The study finds that IslahT’s tafsir
extends al-Farahi's emphasis on internal Qur'anic resources i.e., language,
surah structure, and interpreting the Qur'an by the Qur’an together with close
attention to Qur'anic vocabulary. It also notes that, in continuity with al-
Farahi, Islahi makes comparatively limited use of external sources such as
hadith, historical reports, and earlier scriptures. While al-Farahi's dense,
technical style and Islahi’s clearer, more accessible prose differs in
presentation, both contribute to clarifying surah coherence and the central
theme. Finally, the study recommends incorporating variant readings
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(giraat) as a complementary tool for identifying structural relations and
thematic axes within a surah, noting that neither al-Farahi nor Islahi appears
to employ gira at systematically for this purpose.

Keywords: Quranic Coherence, Surah Structure, Thematic Unity of the Surah,
Interconnection of Verses, Science of Textual Relationships.
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